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Kentucky Horse Racing Commission Reaches Agreement in Out-Of-

Competition Sample Violation
Otabek Umarov to face five-year suspension and fine

Frankfort, Ky. (Feb. 21, 2017) — The Kentucky Horse Racing Commission (KHRC) has reached
an agreement with horse trainer and owner Otabek Umarov for a five-year suspension and
$5,000 fine following his refusal to comply with equine drug testing regulations.

On April 30, 2016, Umarov prevented Commission personnel from collecting an out-of-
competition sample from his horse, Looks to Spare, at Churchill Downs. State regulations
permit the Commission to request a blood or urine sample from any horse eligible to race in
Kentucky to screen for banned blood-doping agents. Under the rule, Umarov was obligated to
consent to the testing.

“I fully accept my responsibility as a trainer to comply with the rules and standards set forth by
the Kentucky Horse Racing Commission,” said Otabek Umarov. “I understand that | violated one
of those rules by failing to completely cooperate with the Commission, and | accept the terms of
my suspension.”

Under the terms of the ruling, Umarov will be prohibited from training or participating in horse
racing in Kentucky for the duration of his suspension. He will be required to appear before the
Commissions’ License Review Committee if he chooses to apply for a license once the
suspension is complete.

“The rules and regulations of the Commission are in place for the betterment of the equine
industry and to protect the safety of the animals,” said Kentucky Horse Racing Commissioner
Marc Guilfoil. “It is our job to uphold the high standards of our industry and initiate disciplinary
action when those standards are violated.”
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The Kentucky Horse Racing Commission (KHRC) is an independent agency of state government within
the Public Protection Cabinet charged with the responsibility of regulating the conduct of horse racing and
pari-mutuel wagering on horse racing and related activities within the Commonwealth of Kentucky. For
more information on KHRC, please visit: www.khrc.ky.gov
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